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School years dysphagia framework

Urgent assessment with recommendations. Advice to lead Paediatrician that alternative method of feeding may be required. 
Signpost referrer to relevant  services (e.g. dietician, USLT). Child to be managed by school/ USLT
Ongoing intervention and review.
Regular home/school clinic contact. Long term involvement. Review period 1,2,3,6 monthly (as agreed with parents)
Targeted therapy intervention, maximum of 3 contacts & discharged in 12 months. Discharge to other services (e.g.dietician).
ITACC service level 1

ITACC service level 2

ITACC service level 3 and 4
ITACC service level 5





Acute 
need. 
Following strategies 
and recommendations, 
airway  safety is not established 
as indicated by ongoing respiratory symptoms
 by ongoing respiratory symptoms 


Long Term Need.Student with a degenerative condition or deterioration in feeding skills. Long term feeding difficulties where airway safety is established with strategies and recommendations being followed. In the absence of strategies being followed the child's airway safety is at risk. Student who is fed via enteral feeding , e.g. a gastrostomy or ng tube  but has oral care and/or taster programme in place


Short term need.
Students presenting with eating and drinking difficulties in the absence of
 airway risk, e.g. delayed oro-motor skills. Support is required in order to
 maintain their optimum feeding pattern.
Students who have a restricted diet with sensory difficulties where nutritional
 needs are not being met and who require assessment for possible dysphagia and where child is being actively supported by a  dietician 


Feeding difficulties in the absence of underlying medical problems, delayed oro-motor skills  or students with
difficulties in co-ordination for chewing.  Included inthis group are students with
underlying diagnosis of oral dyspraxia, excessive dribbling. Students who have a restricted diet with sensory
 difficulties where nutritional needs are being met 
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